
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  
 

THE WOMAN WHO JOINED THE TALIBAN 
New documentary tells a deeply personal tale of ambition and betrayal, set 

amidst the global war on terror 
Premieres Thursday, October 15, 2015 - 9pm ET (9:30 NT) on CBC-TV 

 

  
 

 
 

Beverley Giesbrecht was a publishing executive and devout Christian living near Vancouver, when the 
events of 9/11 changed her life. Within seven months, she converted to Islam and began a journey that took 
her to the heart of Taliban territory in the mountains of Pakistan. On THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2015 at 9 
pm (9:30pm NT) CBC-TV’s new documentary strand, FIRSTHAND, premieres THE WOMAN WHO 
JOINED THE TALIBAN. CBC-TV's new documentary strand FIRSTHAND will introduce Canadians to 
content from some of the country's most talented documentary filmmakers. The films showcase 
unforgettable characters and their untold stories -- making viewers think, feel, and see the world in a new 
way.  
 
THE WOMAN WHO JOINED THE TALIBAN, produced by Matter of Fact Media, tells the story of Beverley 
Giesbrecht, a Canadian Muslim convert who saw herself as a bridge between two warring cultures.  THE 
WOMAN WHO JOINED THE TALIBAN sets out to investigate the strange circumstances surrounding 
Beverley’s kidnapping amidst Islamic fundamentalism, shifting allegiances and political intrigue in the 
lawless tribal territories on the border of Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
 
After converting to Islam, Beverley Giesbrecht launched a website, Jihad Unspun, with the intention of 
presenting an alternate view of militant Islam. As a journalist, she travelled to a very dangerous place, the 
Taliban-controlled mountains of Pakistan, to make a first-person documentary. But before she could finish 
her project, she was betrayed and taken captive by Taliban fighters. 

What drives a woman to swap a business suit for a burqa? Why would someone abandon a lush seaside 
home in a wealthy Vancouver suburb for a madrassa in Egypt, and turn to Salafi Islam? With exclusive 
access to the video footage shot by Beverley herself, we follow her journey into the heart of the Taliban, and 
her transformation from an admirer and defender of jihadist Islamism to disillusionment - until her final 
betrayal by her Taliban protector. 
 
For photography please visit: www.cbc.ca/mediacentre/ 
	
  


